
 QUALITY EARLY CHILD      
PROGRAMS  INCREASE H.S. 
GRADUATION RATES AND     
DECREASE FUTURE RELAINACE 
ON SOCIAL PROGRAMS   

 EARLY CHILDHOOD STAKEHOLDERS 
MUST PARTNER WITH POLITICAL       
LEADERS TO EXPAND QUALITY         
PROGRAMS 

 INVESTING IN PROGRAMS 
THAT PRODUCE QUALITY 
TEACHERS AND PROVIDERS 
ARE PROFITABLE INVESTMENTS High Quality  

Early Childhood Education 

Building Legislative & Community Coalitions  

E arly childhood  education (ECE) 

leaders looking to implement or 

expand programs must increase their 

focus on articulating long-term economic 

benefits of high quality ECE as a means 

to facilitate action by persons charged 

with funding those programs.  ECE 

leaders should build coalitions of 

influential corporations, higher education 

institutions, pediatric/medical leadership, 

philanthropic groups and similar 

organizations with a vested interest in the 

development of children in order to aid 

local, state, and federal efforts devoted to 

expanding high quality ECE. 1  

       Studies have identified direct cost-

benefits of $7 in earned savings on future 

programs for children and families  for 

every dollar spent on a high quality ECE, 

as well as increased academic and social-

emotional gains in children with 

disabilities. 1  Similarly, research has 

shown a decrease in need for future 

special education services for children 

with disabilities who attended Head Start 

in comparison with children with 

disabilities who did not receive similar 

ECE interventions. 2    

      While comprehensive investment in 

ECE programs is best, limited 

opportunities for across-the-board 

funding increases require focus on areas 

that provide the most significant impact 

with children – teachers and providers.  

Researchers note that investing in quality 

education programs which produce 

teachers and providers that are able to 

design environments which facilitate 

stimulating and supportive interactions 

with children are considered profitable 

investments. 2  It is through such high-

quality interactions that children and 

families experience immediate benefit.  

Subsequent studies and observations of 

those who’ve experience high-quality 

ECE programs provides data on long-

term benefits such as decreased teen 

pregnancies, increased high school 

graduation rates, reduced rates of arrest, 

and less reliance on future welfare as 

justification for continued investment. 3  

“What a child doesn’t receive he can seldom later give” 

P. D. James, Time to Be in Earnest 

For Additional information please contact Elmer Harris at: 
Elmer.harris@ucdenver.edu 
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